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Hello, and thank you for choosing to watch “Welcome to the Law”. 

	
	


We have created an enjoyable DVD to give you vital information about the laws of our land. 

	
	


What we are presenting in “Welcome to the Law” 

is not legal advice; 

	
	


it’s an overview of the America's System of Justice. 

	
	


We don’t intend to replace the advice of an attorney - 

if you need one, 

	
	


but watching “Welcome to the Law” 

	
	


will give you a better understanding of what is expected 

of you as a member of our society and 

	
	


what your rights are in America. 

	
	


You will be hearing from lawyers, prosecutors, judges, 

law enforcement officers and legal scholars.

	
	


Let’s get started with a brief history of the law.

	
	

	
	


WHAT IS LAW?  AND HISTORY OF LAW

	
	

	The law is - in a general sense - the rules of how we 
	


govern our lives, govern our business transactions, 

	
	


govern our relationship with other people; 

	
	


the law also governs how the state or the government can affect 

	our lives, 
	


can determine whether or not someone is arrested,  

	
	


go to jail - and what their rights are.

	
	

	The way the laws are made in this country, 
	


it starts with the 

people that we elect to our government, 

	
	


we place the issues of our lives and our cities and our society,

	
	


in front of them and ask them to develop 

ways that we might address certain issues 

	
	


or problems or crimes and they come together and they devise a 

rule and they all have to agree on the rule 

	
	


and once they agree and they pass it, the rule becomes a law.

	
	


What is important with the law is that it is written down, 

that it is accessible to everyone, 

	
	


and that the rules don’t change based on the whim of a king, 

or a general, or whoever has the biggest gun. 

	
	


It is established and it’s fair for everyone.

	
	


There are opportunities for us to be involved in making the laws 

and I think that’s what makes it a little bit different 

	
	


than some other countries; 

although in many democracies this is the case.

	
	


I think here in the Unites States, we take seriously that statement

	
	


“By the People, for the People”, so the laws are by the People and for the People.

	
	


The constitution in the United States is the basic law;

	
	


it is a framework that determines who has power 

and how that power can be exercised, 

	
	


and in this instance it’s the people that give Government its 

power, but they also put restrictions on it, 

	
	


and that’s where the Constitution is very important.

	
	


It’s almost like what a skeleton is to the human body; 

	
	


it’s the basic framework that all laws are based on and that sets 

really the limits on what Government can do 

	
	


and what authority Government has; it creates the office of the 

President and it puts limitations on what the President can do.

	
	


There is the concept of checks and balances so that the 

President doesn’t have all the power in our country,

	
	


but it’s divided between the Legislature, which in our case, 

is the Congress, the House of Representatives, and the Senate. 

	
	


That’s all specified in the Constitution.

	
	


...and then the third branch of government is the Judiciary - 

the court system, 

	
	


and in the end, it’s the court system, the Supreme Court, which 

makes the determination as to how to interpret the Constitution; 

	
	


that’s a very important power but all three of those branches: 

the Executive, the Legislative, and the Judicial all work together, 

	
	


but they also have checks and balances on each other, 

so one doesn’t become too powerful.

	
	

	
	


WHAT IS THE BILL OF RIGHTS?

	
	


The Bill of Rights is technically the first 10 Amendments 

to the Constitution.

	
	


And during the time that that the Constitution was being drafted

there was a great deal of controversy 

	
	


because there was a fear that the central government, 

the national government, would become too powerful. 

	
	


The Bill of Rights was something that was championed by a man 

by the name of George Mason, 

	
	


who was one of the early patriots from Virginia and 

he insisted with a great deal of controversy at that time, 

	
	


that there’d be a Bill of Rights and of course, 

we know them now, for instance, the 1st Amendment, 

	
	


which is the freedom of speech, freedom of religion, 

it’s obviously one of the most important ones of those.

	
	

	
	


WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE? 

	
	


The Justice System, or you can call it the Judicial System

or the Court System, can be divided into 2 major parts:

	
	


there is the Criminal Justice System, which deals with the 

	criminal laws and it is primarily concerned with punishment 
	


of people who commit crimes, which can range from 

the most serious, like murder and robbery, 

	
	


to smaller crimes: petty thefts and traffic violations 

and things of that sort. 

	
	


That’s the Criminal Law.

	
	


The second part has to do with what we call Civil Law, 

or the Civil Justice System, 

	
	


and those primarily deal with people who have disputes 

and the resolutions of disputes over 

	
	


business transactions, divorces, disputes - primarily about 

money, but not necessarily about money; 

	
	


about property rights and things of that sort.

	
	


The end result of the Civil Justice System is not necessarily for 

punishment, but to provide reimbursement 

	
	


for people who have been injured or who have been damaged 

as a result of something that somebody else does.

	
	


The Civil Justice System, generally does not result in 

anybody going to jail, 

	
	


although, it is possible if you violate a court order 

you are held in contempt.

	
	


The Criminal Justice System, however, is based on punishment,

and in many instances in the Criminal Justice System 

	
	


a defendant who is found guilty can and will go to jail or prison - 

based on the nature of the crime that they have committed.

	
	


Members of law enforcement, also called peace officers,

are the people in power to capture suspected law breakers 

	
	


and to gather evidence of the crime to hand over 

to the Judicial System.

	
	


The Judicial System plays out in courts, where defense 

attorneys, prosecutors, judges and the jury, 

	
	


who ultimately decide the guilt or innocence of the accused, 

are all part of the structure.

	
	


If the trial results in a conviction, the guilty person is handed over to the correctional agencies which control jails and prisons.

	
	


Each of these areas of the law will be covered 

in the course of this DVD.  

	
	


Let’s begin with Law Enforcement.

	
	


The law enforcement, is very important, because they are

	
	


the people that patrol our streets and help to enforce the laws;

	
	


they are the ones who know what all the rules are. 

	
	


They drive around the streets and if they see someone breaking the law, they are in a position to arrest those people.

	
	


If we didn’t have law enforcement, there will be nobody here to make sure that all of the laws are being followed. 

	
	


So, that’s their job.  

They’re also there to help to keep our streets safe and secure, 

	
	


because most of our laws are about safety issues 

and security issues.

	
	

	If most Americans are going to have contact with a member 
	


of 

	the government, it’s probably going to be a policeman,
	


because they either stop and ask for help, because a policeman 

stops them to give them a ticket 

	
	


for driving unsafely or something like that, 

or they are a victim of a crime, 

	
	


or in some cases they are detained because 

they are suspected in a crime. 

	
	


Outside of that, people usually go about their business every day in America without very much other contact with the Government.

	
	


HOW IS THE LAW ENFORCEMENT STRUCTURED?

	
	


Policing in America is structured pretty much the same way 

across the country. 

	
	


Every state is made up of counties where there’s a 

County Sheriff, 

	
	


whose main responsibility is the custody of people in the jails. 

	
	


In some cases the county sheriff will also do law enforcement 

in the un-incorporated areas of cities. 

	
	


But most cities, they will also have their 

own police department 

	
	


and they just have jurisdiction within 

their own police department, 

	
	


unlike other countries, where there might be a nationwide 

law enforcement; we don’t have that. 

	
	


All the law enforcement within the United States 

Is primarily at a local level.  

	
	


We do have federal law enforcement like the FBI and DEA, 

	
	


but their scope of jurisdiction and most people’s contact 

within the country is very limited to that.

	
	


Think of the FBI as a “National Detective Agency”: they 

investigate, federal crimes that are violated; 

	
	


those federal crimes, they might be terrorism type crimes, 

espionage or they can be crimes against federal officials. 

	
	


At national level, the U.S. Marshals, they will go after fugitives 

who flee between one state to the other, 

	
	


because the U.S. is made out of 50 different states - which have 

their own jurisdictions. 

	
	


When people cross from one state to the other, there are laws 

the law enforcement has to follow, 

	
	


and the U.S. Marshals, having jurisdiction  

	all over the nation, can often intervene,
	


arrest that person until they decide, what the rule is, 

and what State will take jurisdiction of that person.

	
	


You also have some other entities, such as the Drug 

Enforcement Administration that investigates drug trafficking 

	
	

	across state borders and trafficking drugs coming into the United States from other countries.
	


Very often, what’s important for people to remember is that: 

If you get caught up in a federal crime, 

	
	


usually the penalties are much higher than the local crime, the 

state crime; and very often the prisons that you may be sent to 

	
	


might be on the other side of the country - 3000 miles 

away from your family. 

	
	


Then, from the federal level you drop to the state level and then 

within the states: every state has an Attorney General, 

	
	


which is an elected position usually, from under that Attorney 

	General, you have the different sheriffs elected to their counties
	


and their police departments, that are appointed within each 

of their cities, within their states. 

	
	


So again, there could be any number of law enforcement 

that people will come in contact with. 

	
	


But generally, to identify who those law enforcement agents are, 

is that they will always have an identification 

	
	


with their picture on it, something like this. 

	
	


That will give their name and their picture with their badge; 

it will be something very official. 

	
	


Now, people can try to forge that, but someone who is 

not a true police officer, probably will not have both, 

	
	


a badge and an identification like this.

	
	


Not every agency carries badges, but most do in the United 

States and a uniformed officer will usually have a badge on; 

	
	


they will also have a picture ID to prove 

that they are a police officer.

	
	


There is nothing wrong with asking a police officer 

in the United States, to ask them to prove who they are, 

	
	


because there can be impostors 

and there are criminals that go out.

	
	


A key, especially for immigrants in the United States, 

very often, people coming in, 

	
	


especially depending and the reason why they’re here and in 

cases the reason people come in to this country illegally, 

	
	


they are in the position to be victimized more by criminals. 

	
	


And this is one of the considerations that Police have to take, the 

most important thing that we want to encourage people to do, 

	
	


especially at the local level, regardless of your legal status in this 

country, don’t be afraid to come to the police and report a crime.

	
	


The conditions get worse locally, for us, if crimes are 

occurring and we don’t know about them; 

	
	

	we can’t investigate them if we don’t know about them.
	


So, we really encourage people, even if they 

might be here illegally, to report crimes, 

	
	


because it’s more important that we know of the crime and 

investigate the true criminal 

	
	


than we are here to investigate your status in 

this country, whether legally or illegally.

	
	


WHAT IS CONSIDERED A CRIME?

	
	


In the United States, typically within the 

law enforcement, we’ll talk about three kinds of crimes: 

	
	


Infractions - which are usually punished by a fine only, 

Misdemeanors - which would be considered a minor crime, 

	
	


and Felonies - which would be considered a major crime.

	An example of an infraction,
	


which would be a fine, might be littering, it might be throwing 

thrash on the ground, it could be a traffic violation, 

	
	

	going through a red light or crossing against a red light.
	


The misdemeanor, typically would be low level misdemeanors, 

might be a battery where two people get in a fight, 

	
	


it could be a high grade misdemeanors, which are 

punished much more severely, but still in the lower level, 

	
	


for example driving under the influence. 

	
	


...and then felonies would be things like 

murder, burglary, robbery, crimes of violence.

	
	


Drunk Driving is taken very seriously in the United States;

if a police officer stops you and you are driving drunk, 

	
	

	chances are he’s not going to let you off with a warning -
	


you are going to get arrested and it's going to cost several thousand 

dollars, even for your first time, 

	
	

	between getting an attorney,
	


bailing out of jail, paying for fines - 

if you are caught drunk driving.

	
	


You do not want to be caught drunk driving in the United States.

	
	


D.U.I.

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE

CONSEQUENCES 

	
	


Drunk driving laws are enforced impartially, very fairly 

	across the board. It doesn’t matter who you are.
	


People are driving - famous actors, actresses, wealthy 

	
	


- they get stopped and they get arrested regardless; 

	
	

	it doesn’t matter. The law affects them,
	

	and there is no privileges given to them,
	


they’re just treated like everyone else. 

	That’s how important these laws are: very impartial.
	


The officers, when they are driving, 

	they are looking for impaired driving,
	


they’re looking for anyone who is breaking 

traffic laws: weaving, driving too fast. 

	
	

	When they see that, they are going to stop you for that traffic violation.
	


When they approach you, they are going to look for 

	objective symptoms of intoxication, for example:
	


oral alcohol on your breath or on your clothes, 

	red blood-shot eyes, slurred speech.
	


Also they’re going to see how is your balance 

	when they ask you for your driver’s license;
	


it’s generally an easy task if you are not intoxicated to get your 

Driver’s License, however, if you are, it could be a difficult task.

	
	


If the officer assesses - who by the way, is specifically 

	trained to identify intoxicated drivers or intoxicated people
	


- if they assess that, they will pull you out of the 

	vehicle and administer a field sobriety test.
	


By law, you are required to submit to that test.

	If you do not, you can be arrested;
	


and a penalty for not submitting to that test can be 

	very severe in terms of losing your driver’s license:
	


more of a penalty and more of a cost or a fine for that, 

	so, it is advisable to comply with the field sobriety test.
	


You are given a number of manipulation tests; depending on 

	how you perform on that, the officer may assess
	

	"Hey, you are fine, you are ok" and let you go on your way.  
	


However, if the officer believes that you are in fact 

	intoxicated, you will then be arrested,
	

	handcuffed,  taken to a police station or a jail and administered to other tests of your choice:
	


either a breath test - where you’ll blow into a 

	machine that measures your blood alcohol level,
	

	or a blood test; obviously the blood test, we can’t see the results right away, so you will be booked for drunk driving
	


The breath test: depending on what the reading of the 

	blood alcohol level is, you may or may not be booked;
	


you may be released right then and there. If you have 

	a blood alcohol level that’s over the limit,
	


or if the officer assesses that you are so 

	impaired that it is unsafe for you to drive,
	


you will be booked for drunk driving and placed 

	in a holding tank and then bail out.
	


Now, the consequences of that, it's very, very expensive to  

	go through that process - because of the laws changing.
	


If you go out and get your own Attorney to deal with these 

	issues, it can be as much as, minimally $5,000.00 or $6,000.00;
	


I’ve heard of people paying as much as $10,000.00 

	dollars to deal with the legal issues.
	


The penalties can be a fine, can be jail, you may 

	be required to perform community service,
	


you may have to attend AA type meetings; and again, depending 

	if you have a history of being arrested for drunk driving,
	


you may very well lose your license also.

	
	

	WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE STOPPED FOR A TRAFFIC VIOLATION
	


Number one, pull over to the right safely; 

when you pull over, turn off your car 

	
	

	and place your hands in a visible position.
	


Try not to look for things; wait for the police officer 

	to arrive at your door and give you directions,
	


and then follow the directions. It makes it much easier for the 

officer if they can see your hands and know where they're at; 

	
	

	it helps the situation.
	


Also, be very cooperative and honest with the officer:

	
	


for example, if you have a driver’s license, 

	say you do; if you don’t, say you don’t.
	


If you have car insurance, say you do and if you don’t, 

	just say you don’t; it makes things much more convenient.
	


Now, if you are issued a traffic violation: 

	do you have to sign the traffic ticket or the citation?
	

	And the answer is, absolutely, you do.
	


Here in this country, signing the traffic citation is not 

admitting guilt; 

	
	


all it’s doing is stating that you promise to appear 

	or handle the ticket.
	


The simplest thing to do is sign the ticket. Now, 

	if you do not sign the ticket,
	


you will be warned by the police officer that you could be 

	arrested for not signing the ticket.
	

	If you continue to refuse to sign the ticket,
	


a supervisor will come out to the scene of the traffic 

	stop and explain the exact same thing
	


All you’re doing is signing the ticket as a promise that you will 

appear before court or handle the ticket - not admitting guilt;

	
	


and if you don’t, you can and will be arrested. 

	Generally, it’s just easier to sign the ticket.
	


If you continue not to - or there’s a violator that continues not to 

	sign the ticket - you will be arrested for that violation.
	


For example; if you are driving too fast, you will be 

	handcuffed, taken to jail, and booked for driving too fast;
	


or, all you have to do is to sign the ticket 

and deal with it on a later date.

	
	

	Traffic Accident: HIT and RUN
	

	Hit and Run is where you get involved into an accident and you leave the scene.
	


It can be an accident where you hit another motor vehicle 

	and there is very little damage to the vehicle.
	

	If you leave, that becomes a crime.
	


It’s very unique to this country; a traffic accident 

	is just a traffic accident,
	


it is very, very simple, it is not a crime. I understand that in other 

	countries a traffic accident could be a crime;
	

	here it’s not.
	


If there is a traffic accident - even if someone is injured... 

	
	


it’s just a traffic accident. 

	
	

	The best thing to do is remain at the scene, identify yourself and assist in the investigation.
	

	There is no crime. However,
	


what we call a simple traffic accident, even though people 

are injured, it becomes a crime, if you leave the scene,

	
	


and that is something unique to the laws here 

	in the United States.
	


So, the best thing  - the simplest 

	thing - is to stay at the scene.
	

	WHAT TO DO IF YOUR VEHICLE GETS IMPOUNDED
	


If you don’t have a driver’s license or the vehicle is not 

	registered, it will be impounded for those reasons.
	

	It will be explained to the driver;
	


a piece of paper will be given to the driver

	
	


and it says everything there, 

	they will be told where the car is,
	

	and where they have to go to get the car released to them.
	


If the driver is not the registered owner of the vehicle, 

generally the driver can’t get the car; 

	
	


the registered owner or the legal 

owner will have to get the car. 

	
	


One of the things that most law enforcement agencies do 

	is: they will actually write a letter to the registered owner
	


and the legal owner notifying them; by the way, you’re the 

	registered owner, the legal owner,
	


it’s been impounded because the driver was arrested 

	or the driver did not have a driver’s license
	


or it was unregistered and here is where it’s at - if you 

have any questions contact this number.

	
	


WHAT TO DO IF YOU GET ARRESTED FOR A TRAFFIC VIOLATION

	
	


If you’re going to be arrested for a traffic stop, they generally 

tend to be, what we call, “misdemeanor arrest” 

	
	


- very simple arrest.

	
	


Now, if it is a felony arrest, the procedure is different; 

	it’s much more severe,
	


so, let’s just deal with the misdemeanor arrest: 

	
	

	you will be handcuffed.
	


There is a rare occasion, because of injuries or the person is 

	very elderly, the act of handcuffing them may injure them,
	


you may not - because we don’t want to cause more 

	damage, but generally, you going to be handcuffed,
	

	and generally, you're going to be handcuffed behind your back,
	


and then you’re going to be placed in the back seat 

of a police car or a cage 

	
	


- it tends to be uncomfortable - and you will be 

	transported to a police station.
	


Now, that police station, there’s a number of things that are 

going to go on: 

	
	


they’re going to try to identify you through the 

computer automated systems; 

	
	


if you have identification, that helps; if you don’t, it could make it 

	much more difficult to try to identify you.
	


From that point, you are going to be finger printed; you will be 

photographed, and then processed / asked a lot of questions.

	
	


All your valuable property - such as rings, watches, money - will 

be placed in a bag for safeguard and taken from you; 

	
	

	it will eventually be given back to you.
	


And then you're going to be placed in 

	some kind of holding tank or so,
	


until a court appointed representative comes to help you, or a 

family member,  or your own Attorney will come to help you.

	
	


WHAT IS BAIL? HOW CAN I BE RELEASED ON BAIL?

	 
	


What most people do is they’ll call a family member and then the 

family member will go to a bails bond or get an attorney.

	
	


Generally, in this country, wherever there is a jail, there is 

a bails man, right next to it; it’s pretty easy. 

	
	

	And every bail for every offense is different
	

	per what state, what jurisdiction you’re in and what offense it is.
	


It is something unique to that arrest and to that place, but it’s 

pretty much offered to you there and you can get it.

	
	


Unfortunately, the way it’s designed, someone 

	makes money from providing you bail money to get out,
	


so you are dealing with that expense also.

	
	


LAW ENFORCEMENT:

IS IT LEGAL TO CARRY A GUN?

	
	


The gun laws in the United States vary from state to state, and it 

	is important that whatever state you go to live in,
	

	or go to visit, - even just to visit relatives
	

	that you understand what the laws are within that state;
	


specifically to the state of California, for example - and it’s fairly 

typical to most states 

	
	


- is that people are allowed to carry a gun - 

	believe it or not, you can carry a gun,
	

	but it cannot be concealed and it cannot be loaded;
	

	so, you ask yourself, why would I want to carry a gun? Right?
	


I can walk around with a gun on my hip in the state of California, 

	as long as it’s not loaded,
	


as long as it’s in public view; that people can see it. Well that 

would be silly to do, but that’s the way the law is.

	
	


If you are carrying a concealed weapon - where it’s hidden, 

whether it’s loaded or not - that’s a crime.

	
	


If you have been convicted of a crime and you are 

	carrying a weapon, that’s a crime.  
	

	If you were to point a gun at someone, that can be a crime.
	


If you’re on your own property defending yourself - or your own 

property, that’s one thing, and that has to be investigated.

	
	


But for the most part, the average person walking down the street in 

	California does not have a gun,
	

	and most police officers in the United States are armed
	


In some countries, that’s not the case; in the United States, it is; 

most police officers are trained, and they are armed.

	
	


OFFERING A BRIBE TO A

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER IS ILLEGAL
	
	


One other thing that I think that we run into with among 

	immigrants, especially in the United States,
	


is understanding that the level of policing or the type of policing 

	that goes on in their country, might be different here;
	


for example: in this country, you should not ever offer a police 

	officer money in exchange for letting you go;
	


that’s considered a bribe and that’s a crime, and in most cases 

	you will end up being charged worse - for that bribery.
	


We consider that terrible corruption - that a 

	police officer would take a bribe,
	


and police departments like The Los Angeles Police 

	Department, we will investigate police officers
	


that take bribes and we will fire them. 

	
	


In the United States the expectation is that if a police officer ever 

	confronts you for a bribe
	

	in exchange for letting you go,
	


you - if you are let go - should report that person to that police 

department, because they’ll want to know.  

	
	


Police departments in the United States are very professional 

and not corrupt and we go after corruption very closely; 

	
	


at a federal level - like the FBI will investigate that, 

and at the local level within the police departments 

	
	


and within the state governments.

	
	


A FINAL WORD FROM A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

	
	


A police officer stops you, may even have his gun out - 

follow his directions 

	
	

	Follow his directions to the teeth and you won’t get hurt.  
	


Because every time that a police officer does have 

to use force - whether he hits someone, or shoots someone - 

	
	

	it is thoroughly investigated by its police department
	


and that officer is potentially liable for a crime himself if he doesn’t follow the rules,
	
	


so they are not going to be shooting at someone unnecessarily 

	
	


especially if you are going to follow the rules of what you are being asked to do.

	
	

	MIRANDA RIGHTS
	

	Before a law enforcement officer may question you
regarding the possible commission of a crime, 
	

	he or she must read you your Miranda Rights. 
	

	He or She must also make sure that you understand them
The following is a minimal Miranda warning, 
	

	as outlined in the Miranda v Arizona case.
	

	You have the right to remain silent.
	

	Anything you say can and it will be used against you in a court of law.
	

	You have the right to speak to an attorney,
	

	and to have an attorney present during any questioning.
	

	If you cannot afford a lawyer, one will be provided for you 
at government expense.
	

	The Miranda rule was developed to protect the individual's 
Fifth Amendment right against self-incrimination. 
	

	If the Miranda warning is not given before questioning, 
	

	or if police continue to question a suspect after he or she
indicates in any manner
	

	a desire to consult with an attorney 
before speaking, 
	

	statements by the suspect generally are inadmissible at trial—
	

	they cannot be used against the suspect.
	

	
	


The Courts were created by the government and serve the 

	function of hearing criminal and civil cases.
	

	Our legal system is based on the idea that
	


“every accused person has the right to be presumed innocent 

	until they are proven guilty”;
	


this is a fundamental part of America's System of Justice.

	
	


Let’s talk to some of the people that work 

within the court system: 

	
	


Don’t forget, if you’re ever talking to a judge, you 

	should address him or her as “Your Honor”.
	


THE STRUCTURE OF THE 

COURT SYSTEM IN THE US

	
	

	There are several parallel systems that operate simultaneously.
	


Some people would say that the Federal System is 

	the highest system; 
	


that’s in some ways true, but the Federal System 

generally deals with larger disputes 

	
	


- larger civil disputes where a lot of money is at stake - 

or very serious federal crimes. 

	
	


The State System is much larger and handles many, 

many more cases per year, 

	
	


and the State System is the system that most 

people will come into contact with; 

	
	


even more people will come into contact with the Local System: 

	the municipal courts, small claims courts,
	


traffic courts, family courts; it can be somewhat confusing, but 

there are number of courts that are operating at the same time, 

	
	

	and then within any particular system - for instance,
	


within the Federal System - there is a hierarchy of 

	courts:
	

	there is the District Court - which is where the trials occur,
	


if someone doesn’t like the verdict there, there is the Court of 

	Appeals - that the case can be appealed to,
	


and there is, of course, the United States 

	Supreme Court - which is the highest court of the land -
	


and there is a similar system of levels of courts in the 

 State System and then the local courts as well.

	
	


Once you’re in one system, you stay in that system 

	until you’ve exhausted that system;
	


you don’t jump between the State and the Federal 

	courts, with very, very few exceptions.
	


There would be an exception in a criminal case on occasion if 

	you’ve gone to the highest court of your State Court;
	


again, this would apply to very few people, because 

	it would involve a very serious crime.   
	


Then, on occasion you could go to the Federal System; but as a 

	general rule, you work your way up in the system that you’re in.
	


However, fewer than five percent of all cases get 

	from the bottom level to the top level; it’s very, very few.
	

	If you could think of it as a pyramid,
	


the lowest court handles a large number of disputes 

	and then a few come up to the next level,
	


and then fewer still come up to the highest level; most 

people resolve it at the lower level.

	
	


COURTROOM PROTOCOL

	
	


If it’s your first time in court, the main thing to do 

	is to listen carefully to what’s being asked.
	

	I think, answering the question directly is very important;
	


judges are impressed by that 

	
	


if the person keeps on point and doesn’t circle 

	around and talk about things that aren’t necessary.
	


Another thing to remember for anyone who is an 

	immigrant or maybe a non-native speaker of English is,
	


all courts have interpreters who are on staff, 

	
	


and you have the right to an interpreter in your language - even 

if it’s an obscure language and you think 

	
	

	"Oh they may not have an interpreter for my language."
	


They’ll get one; and even if you speak English, if you are not 

comfortable in a courtroom setting speaking in English 

	
	


- even though you might be comfortable in your day to 

day life - it’s important to say, 

	
	

	“I feel more comfortable here with an interpreter”,
	


because the words are so precise in a court 

	
	


it’s different from ordering a cup of coffee - and 

you want to be sure that you express yourself appropriately.

	
	


In terms of behavior in the courtroom, the most 

	important thing to remember is the judge is in charge,
	


and when the judge is not in the court room, the judge’s deputy - 

the person at the desk in front of him - is in charge.  

	
	


Silence is very, very important; 

	
	


there is an atmosphere of respect and a bit of awe for the law 

and for the authority in a courtroom, 

	
	


and judges demand that, it be honored and respected; that’s 

	the main way to get in trouble in a courtroom,
	

	is to act disrespectfully.
	


The best thing to do is to be very quiet; to be sure 

	that you are seated in an area that’s for the public
	


- unless you have been told to sit where the lawyers or the witness 

	or the jury sits, and you’ll be directed to those seats,
	


but just sit in the back; be sure there are no watches that go off 

	with timers or cell phones,
	


any sort of electronic device; keep your voices 

down, and when you address the judge 

	
	


- if called upon to address the judge - to say “Your Honor”; that’s 

	very important to address the judge as Your Honor.
	

	Another very important thing to keep in mind in any courtroom is
	


that you can’t direct your comments to another 

person in a courtroom; 

	
	

	people can only speak to the judge,
	


and it’s tempting because it’s not like conversation where 

	you want to just turn to the other person and say,
	


“you’re wrong”; but you can’t do that. You have to say, 

for instance, if you disagree with someone’s point, 

	
	


“Your Honor, I disagree with what just was said; 

	from my point of view, x, y and z…”.  
	


But that’s the main rule; you must always address 

the judge, and then he will resolve any disputes. 

	
	


WHO IS WHO IN THE COURTROOM

	
	


Once you walk into a court room, you are going to see a bailiff 

	
	


- that’s the person with a gun who is charged with protecting 

the judge and keeping the security of the court; 

	
	


you are going to see the court clerk, and the court clerk is the 

judge’s “right hand person”, 

	
	


who is going to be the one, usually, to help you if you have 

questions about what kind of forms should be filed, 

	
	


when your case is going to be heard, and what are the general 

rules and procedures of that particular court. 

	
	


You are going to see the judge; the judge is going 

to wear a black robe - like I am wearing right now - 

	
	


and you should always address the judge, whether 

	or not it’s a male or a female judge, as Your Honor.  
	


You’ll also see a person who is typing on a small 

machine: that’s the court reporter; 

	
	


what’s important about the court reporter is to remember 

	that you must speak out loud when you address the court;
	


you can’t nod, because they are taking down everything that is 

	being said; you also don’t want to ever interrupt someone else,
	


because that’s going to make it difficult for the court reporter to 

record everything that’s being  said in the court.

	
	


CAN I REPRESENT MYSELF?

	WHEN DO I NEED AN ATTORNEY?
	


There are certain matters when an attorney is given 

to you even if you can’t afford one; 

	
	


my recommendation would be: take advantage of that; 

some people think it would be a good idea to 

represent themselves, 

	
	


but in serious matters like that, there’s a reason why the 

government has said, “we’ll give you an attorney”; 

	
	


it’s too intricate; your interests at stake are too important; there 

	are too many things to trip you up, if you are not a lawyer.
	


Again, there are a lot of resources now that are very 

	simple in plain English on court’s websites.  
	


Usually there’s something that will direct you to “What if I am 

	representing myself?”  “What do I need to do?”  
	


And a person at the court can help you; there is someone 

	designated to help people who are representing themselves.
	


If you are served with process - and when I say  

‘process’ I mean ‘with a law suit’ 

	
	


- and that is a significant event where someone will come to your 

door and hand you a piece of paper, or group of papers, 

	
	


and it basically says right on the paper, “you are 

	being sued”; you’re served and under, for instance,
	


the laws in California the person who is sued in a court in 

	California will have 30 days to respond to that complaint.   
	


If you’re served with a law suit, you should contact a 

lawyer immediately - that’s a clear case. 

	
	


Other times, you may want to consult lawyers before, 

	for instance,
	


you enter into a transaction; let’s say you are going 

to sell your business, 

	
	


or you are going to go into a partnership with a friend or an 

acquaintance or a group of other people 

	
	

	to start a business, or maybe to buy a piece of property;
	


it would generally be a good idea to consult with a 

lawyer to draft up paper work - for instance: 

	
	


partnership agreements or buy/sell agreements between 

	partners - so that everybody knows what the rules are,
	


and what could happen in case there is a dispute; and a lawyer 

is very helpful in doing those things as well. Other times, 

	
	


for instance, in a marital situation: if it looks like things are 

turning out badly, or the marriage is going to end, 

	
	


one or both spouses may want - and should - consult an 

attorney to explain what their rights are, 

	
	


and there are all sorts of other aspects; 

for instance: adoptions, or 

	
	


immigration issues, and things of that sort - where an attorney 

	may be necessary and advisable.
	

	WHO IS AND WHAT IS – A FEW LEGAL TERMINOLOGIES
	


PLAINTIFF

	
	

	A Plaintiff is somebody who is filing a law suit;
	

	somebody who is suing.
	


So, if somebody owes you money and you want to go to court 

to force that person to pay you that money, you are the Plaintiff.

	
	


DEFENDANT

	
	

	A Defendant is somebody who has been sued in a civil case,
	


or somebody who has been charged with a crime in a criminal 

case. 

	
	


WITNESS

	
	


If you are a Witness in a case, it means that you have 

seen something that is important to that case; 

	
	

	and if you are a Witness, you have to have seen it first hand;
	


and if you have seen something first hand, then you 

can give testimony about  what you have seen. 

	
	

	TESTIMONY
	


Testimony is going to court and telling the court 

	information that you may have about a crime
	


or about a law suit between two people; and Testimony is 

very important because it is evidence 

	
	


and it is the thing that will help a judge or a jury decide the case.

	
	


PERJURY

	
	

	Perjury is a crime.  
	


Perjury is when somebody makes testimony in court that is not 

true, and if a judge can prove that what you said is not true, 

	
	


you can be charged with that crime. 

	
	

	UNDER OATH
	


To be ‘under oath’ is to swear that you are going to tell the truth 

	
	


and you cannot give testimony in a court until you 

have taken that oath.

	
	

	WHAT IS A SUBPOENA?
	


A Subpoena is a legal process that comes from the courts; 

	
	

	the courts actually empower attorneys to sign a document
	


that can command another person to appear either in 

	court or to some other location; for instance:
	

	like a law office for a deposition.
	


Subpoena is usually the method by which witnesses are 

summoned to appear in court, 

	
	


or to appear for a deposition. 

	
	

	A subpoena, although it is not necessarily signed by the judge,
	


has a similar effect to a judicial order and in most 

instances, must be obeyed. 

	
	

	If you receive a subpoena of any sort,
	


the first thing to do is look at the date by which 

	you have to respond.
	


Dates are very important; anytime you receive anything from the 

court, look at that deadline and make sure you don’t get past it. 

	
	


The second thing to do would be to take a look closely at what’s 

described; what someone is asking for. 

	
	


Sometimes subpoenas are asking a person to come and testify - 

	not really asking, they demand in a subpoena.  
	


Sometimes what’s being requested is documents of 

some sort that you have in your possession; 

	
	

	so you want to look and see what’s been required of you.
	


But in a court room, almost in every court room there is 

someone at a desk in front of where the judge sits.  

	
	


The judge sits on a bench; it’s very easy to tell where his or her 

seat is because there is a big seal behind that desk; 

	
	


it’s the highest desk in the center, a seal behind it; even if the 

judge is not out, you can tell that’s where the judge would sit; 

	
	


and in front of that, a little bit lower, but also in the front, in almost 

	any court room there is another desk and that person is called,
	


usually either, the court room deputy  or the judge’s clerk - 

	
	


that’s the critical person for anyone coming into a 

	court room to check in with,
	


and that person is immensely helpful and can tell you what the 

process would be, what to expect, where to sit etc. 

	
	


JURY DUTY, A MUST!
	
	

	If you are served with a juror notice, you must appear on the time and date that it specifies.  
	

	If you cannot appear on that date,
	


you can call the number that’s listed on the notice 

and ask for another date;

	
	


almost always they’ll grant you at least one 

	continuance for your jury service.
	


But, jury service is one of the few obligations of 

being a citizen of the United States; 

	
	


in many countries, you must do military service for a year 

	or two in order to be a citizen of that country.
	


However, in the United States there are really only 

two legal obligations: 

	
	


you must pay taxes, and you must serve on the jury.

	
	

	WHAT IF I LOSE THE CASE ?
	


If you lose a case - and you think that the decision 

	was wrong, you can file an appeal
	


- and it is a form that an attorney should help you fill out - where 

	you state why you think the decision was wrong,
	


and it usually has to be - not that the facts were not what they 

thought they were, 

	
	


but it usually has to be because something went wrong during 

	the proceeding of your case: the Judge made a mistake,
	


or an Attorney made a mistake - but something went 

technically wrong and then you can appeal your case.  

	
	


If you just disagree with the facts as the Judge saw them, that’s 

	not the basis of an appeal; it has to be based on a mistake.
	


SMALL CLAIMS COURT

	
	


In most court houses, they have small claims advisors; 

	they don’t necessarily give you legal advice,
	


but they tell you how the system works.  Also, with 

	the internet now,
	


you can get on and they have a section on small claims court, 

	
	


and you can click onto that and you can find out all kinds of 

information about how to do that: there are links, 

	
	


there are even forms that you can print out, so all you really have 

to do in filing your claim is 

	
	


check the right box and fill in the blanks, and then 

go down and usually you have to pay a fee 

	
	

	and then you've filed your claim.  
	


But, that’s only half of it;

	
	


what you need to do then is - once you file the claim - 

	
	

	you need to serve or have someone serve the complaint
	


on the defendant or the defendants - in other words, the people 

who you are suing - and that’s where you would either: 

	
	


get a process server, or someone over the age of eighteen, or 

you can even get the sheriff...

	
	


...department to serve the complaint on the defendant.  

	
	


You can’t get anywhere, unless you’ve served the defendants;

so you have to file a complaint, and then serve it.

	
	


JAIL AND PROBATION

	
	

	Prisons and jails,
	


these are places that convicted people are sent to serve their 

	sentence for a law or laws they have broken;
	


nobody wants to go there.

	
	


We are about to talk to the experts about what our jails are like; 

	
	


we will also hear what they have to say about your rights - once you’ve been 

	convicted - and about bail, bonds,
	


early release from your sentence, and probation.

	
	


STRUCTURE OF THE CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM

	
	


There's jails, state prisons and penitentiaries: 

	
	

	When people are incarcerated and brought in to jail,
	


they are initially brought to a county jail 

	- which are overseen by the sheriff of the county - or in city jails;
	


At that point, they’re kept there until they’re tried, 

	
	


and if they are convicted - and then are sentenced to 

	more than a year,
	


they will be transported to a state prison and do their time; 

	
	

	under a year, they can do their time in the county or city jail.  
	


Federal crimes will be handled by the federal agencies - like the FBI, 

	
	


DEA, ICE - and those agencies would house their 

inmates in federal penitentiaries.

	
	


THE PROCESS

	
	


Initially when a person is arrested, they are transported - either to 

the station, 

	
	

	or they can be transported to our inmate reception center.
	


They would be booked and processed; they are searched, their 

fingerprints are taken, they’re photographed, 

	
	


and they are classified. They are also provided a shower, 

	
	


and then they are medically screened to see if they have any 

	medical problems or mental health problems;
	


if they have none of those problems, they get processed through 

the system and they are housed in one of our jail facilities.

	
	


FORMER INMATE:

	
	


They have everywhere  from 2-men cells - 

which are 9 by 5 and a half feet, 

	
	


which hold 2 beds and a desk and a toilette and 

that’s it, and two guys 

	
	


- so anywhere from 2-men cells to 12-men cells 

	
	


- which can be very dangerous, because it’s very packed. It's 

a lot of bodies; 

	
	


all there is room for is beds, bunk beds, a toilette in 

the middle. 

	
	


There’s not just cells in jail, there’s also dorm living 

	
	


- which could be anywhere between a hundred to 

	a hundred-fifty people in a dorm
	


You sleep on bunks and you are crowded; 

	
	


there’s literally a hundred people living with 

you in the same dorm; 

	
	

	it’s very crowded, it’s very noisy, it is constant noise;
	


if I had to describe prison in one word, it’s noise.

	
	


The showering conditions: the bathrooms are crowded 

and it’s as going to a third world country. 

	
	

	You are treated as though you’re insignificant.
	


I don’t wish it on my worse enemy. This is not a great 

place to be, there is nothing to brag about; 

	
	

	I hear of a lot guys that have been to prison or jail before
	


and they think it’s something to brag about it. 

It’s nothing to brag about it; it’s a horrible place; 

	
	


you have to be told when you can use the bathroom, 

	
	


when you can do this, when you can do that. You have no 

control. 

	
	


YOUR RIGHTS IN THE CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM

	
	

	This is not the Hilton. It’s not a place you are going to enjoy.
	


However, you are entitled to some basic human rights here. 

	
	


But you do not have the freedom of choice - to do what you want; 

	
	


you can be subject to search at anytime and 

	you have no expectation of privacy;
	


you’re sharing cells with other male inmates - dormitories with 

hundreds of individuals; 

	
	


you are limited to minimal privacy.

	
	

	
	


Every day was very difficult for me, because it was 

extremely long, 

	
	


there is nothing to do; they tell you when to eat, what to eat, 

	
	

	when to go to the restroom;
	


there’s nothing like walking up to a restroom, and 

	there’s nothing but sit down toilettes;
	


there’s 12 in a row and you have to use the restroom and there’s 

	10 other people around you;
	


it’s very difficult; it’s not comfortable at all; 

	
	


and right next to the toilettes, there is a big room - 

open; just a small, maybe a 4-and-a-half foot wall 

	
	


with a window in it - and those are your showers, and you have 

6 showers in there and 

	
	


you have to shower with 5 other men, or six other men. It’s not 

something that is very nice at all.

	
	


You get in there, strip off our clothes, line us up, 

you go into a shower, and get some socks, 

	
	


a pair of slip-on shoes, and then you walk into a line and 

then they start processing you. 

	
	


The Sheriff says, “Don’t look at me, look at the floor!  Put your hands in 

your pockets, you gotta walk like that," you know, 

	
	


and  your cell or your dorm.

	
	


You never walk too close to a Deputy or right behind the Deputy; 

	
	


never stare at a Police Officer when you are in there, 

they do not like being looked directly at…

	
	


The worse part is not knowing what’s gonna happen next, and 

then you finally get to the jail and that’s when it hits reality; 

	
	


you are here to stay; they get you out the 

handcuffs, they search you, 

	
	


you’re naked sometimes in front of a bunch of strangers, people 

you don’t know; you just have no privacy; 

	
	


it’s cold; you don’t know when you’re gonna eat; it’s 

just not the place to be.

	
	


On the other hand, you are entitled to some basic rights: as 

being fed three meals a day, 

	
	

	clothing, bedding, a place to sleep, medical treatment,
	


a clean environment, and be safe and free from any 

assaults by other inmates, 

	
	


religious services and visits; these are some of the 

rights they have.

	
	


INSIDE THE JAIL

	
	


Jails are used by local jurisdictions in cities and counties to 

	house prisoners for a short period of time.
	


First and foremost, you need to be respectful and 

obey all rules and regulations; 

	
	


we have specific rules and regulations outlined and 

they are provided to the inmates.

	
	


The biggest thing in prison or jails is ‘Disrespect’ if 

you disrespect anybody - it could be over a piece of bread, 

	
	


or a wrong look, or the wrong word, and then that could be it - 

that could lead to a fight, a stabbing, murder; you never know.  

	
	


If you are not in line and you ‘mouth off’ to the 

Sheriffs, the Guards, they'll make you pay for it; 

	
	


there is a code of conduct that you have to conduct 

yourself with while you are in jail; anything 

	
	


any little infraction - and they can always add more days; so while 

you are in there, it’s best to be on your best behavior.

	
	


Things while in custody, inmates should not do: no 

gambling, no goofing around with inmates, 

	
	

	those can be misconstrued fights and can cause fights;
	


they need to abide by all the rules - regulations and laws, 

just like the same laws on the streets 

	
	


- those laws still apply within the prison system or the jail system; 

	
	


they need to listen to the Deputy’s or Officer’s orders 

and as long as they do that, they’ll do very well.

	
	


In Jail, it’s a whole other society; it’s like a whole other living 

system: they have their own rules, their own regulations; 

	
	


everybody is separated into races: the Blacks run with the 

Blacks, the Mexicans run with the Hispanics. 

	
	


Everybody is kind of hanging around with their own people, 

or their own kind.

	
	


First day I stepped in prison, I saw 

	
	


a maintenance guy 

stab an inmate with a screwdriver through the ear; 

	
	


this was my first day in prison; 

	
	


it kind of startled me for a minute - until I realized 

that it was real - it’s real life - so 

	
	


I just had to be particular about the people that I deal with.

	
	


Once you get there, you’re just in a unit 

	with about 80 or 90 people you don’t know,
	


and from there, you just have to figure out 

	‘life behind bars’ and figure out how the system works,
	


because most people, they won’t tell you what to do; 

they'll just wait for you to learn on your own.

	
	


GENERAL VISITING RULES

	
	


I would suggest that if anybody would want to visit an 

inmate in custody, 

	
	


that they call or they check the internet and locate the 

	inmate and find out the visiting hours.
	

	Each facility has different visiting hours and times.  
	


Anybody can come and visit. They have to 

have proper identification. 

	
	


Inmates are entitled to an hour of visits a week in 

	the seven days,
	


so if you are a ‘general population inmate’, you 

have the possibility of four 15 minute visits; 

	
	


if you were a  high power inmate, you are entitled 

to 2 visits at a half an hour each 

	
	

	- however, that only applies at Men’s Central Jail.
	


Most facilities, you have to be an adult to come visit; it’s 

usually up to 3 people can visit at a time; 

	
	


you can bring minors, but they have to be 

accompanied by a responsible adult.

	
	


Three people that are not allowed to come visit are: 

ex-state prisoners, people on formal probation, 

	
	


and if you have wants, or warrants for your arrest, of course.

	
	


WHAT IS BAIL? 

AND POSTING BAIL

	
	


It’s a sum of money that you place down, making a 

promise to reappear in court; 

	
	


if he does not reappear in court, then the money is 

	forfeited to the agency;
	


they have to be fully booked in and processed and 

	their bail will be posted at that time.
	


You can either call the inmate information lines or check on the 

internet for that facility, 

	
	


and you can find out what their bail is; 

	
	


once you find out their bail, then you can make arrangements to 

post the bail yourself or go through a bail bond’s man.

	
	


Most people do not have the amount of money 

necessary to post the full bail; 

	
	


for instance:  a $50,000.00 dollar bail; most people 

	wouldn’t have that type of money on hand,
	


so most people would use the service of a bail bond’s man; bail 

bond’s men requires – usually - about 10% down, 

	
	

	and then they put up the remaining money to post the bail.  
	


You’ll also have to provide some collateral for the remaining balance; 

	
	


as long as everybody appears in court and 

completes their court process, 

	
	


they will return the collateral back to you; however, the 

	10% will be kept as their earnings.
	

	FINAL WORDS FROM FORMER INMATES
	


I don’t even know where to begin to express my 

feelings, it was horrible.

	
	


I lost my job now because I didn’t show up to work; my 

	girlfriend is gonna be pissed;
	


it’s gonna cost a lot of money; I'm gonna lose my apartment.

	
	


The advice I can give to every young person, any person coming 

into this country is: Trouble is easy to find, but hard to get out of. 

	
	


Get your job, go to school, work, do what you got to do, 

	
	


but don’t get in no trouble, because it’s not a 

great place to be.  

	
	


It’s not a great place to be.

	
	


I’d say one thing that’s good about jail, positive: it just gives 

you time to really sit there and think about what you did, 

	
	


and why you ended up in those circumstances - and what 

	decisions you make in the future to not end up back in jail,
	


because that’s not the place to be. 

	
	


I am going to say a good 65 to 75% of the people 

	that I met, personally, in jail,
	


were there for drugs or repeat offenders on drugs; 

	
	


of course, along with the drugs is robberies - but 

basically stemming from drug use, 

	
	


so I would really recommend that people - especially 

the kids out there - stay away from drugs; 

	
	


it’s very dangerous, and you wanna stay away from jail anyway, 

	
	


because it’s one of the most dangerous places that 

I’ve ever seen; 

	
	

	it’s not somewhere where you want to end up.
	


PROBATION

DEFINITION AND PROCEDURE

	
	


Probation is not a right; it’s a privilege. You must apply for 

probation; if you are found suitable for probation, 

	
	


then instead of serving jail time or prison time, you 

are released on probation.

	
	

	
	


A person gets arrested, they’re charged with a crime, they 

	consult with their attorney in regards to applying for probation,
	


an evaluation is done by the probation department to see if the 

defendant is suitable for probation, 

	
	


recommendation is done to the court; the Judge, ultimately 

decides whether the defendant is eligible for probation or not, 

	
	


and they report to the Probation Department if 

probation is granted.

	
	


THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PROBATION AND PAROLE

	
	


Probation is in lieu of serving jail time or prison 

time, it is a privilege.

	
	


Parole is an earned early release from prison and 

	it’s supervised by the State.
	


Probation is supervised by the county.

	
	


SOME RULES OF PROBATION

	
	


Once you are granted probation from the court, 

	
	


you are instructed to report 48 hours after you are released from 

custody to the Probation Department; 

	
	


at that point, we would go over your “Conditions of Probation” - the 

rules that the court instructed you to comply with. 

	
	


All convicted felons cannot own, use, or posses any 

fire arms; 

	
	


there are other conditions as to: do not associate 

with gang members, search and seizure; 

	
	


the probation officer, law enforcement does have the right to go 

search the defendant’s house 

	
	

	to ensure compliance with court orders.    
	


Our job is to enforce all conditions of probation, 

	enforce all compliance with court orders,
	


so, we would be reporting back to the judge in regards to your lack 

of compliance.

	
	


FINAL WORDS FROM A PROBATION OFFICER

	
	


In my experience - dealing with defendants that 

don’t have identification - 

	
	


I’ve always encouraged them to go to their Consulate and 

request an identification; that way, their identity is protected. 

	
	


Also, when they make an error - they make a 

mistake, they get in trouble - 

	
	


it’s always much easier to come to your probation 

officer and be honest - that way we can help you; 

	
	


if you’re not honest, we find out later, there’s 

very little we can do.  

	
	


Also, coming to this country, 

not knowing the language, 

	
	


I really encourage all probationers to seek 

weekend classes - 

	
	


night classes for English - that would really help; there’s 

a lot of schools that offer that free of charge.

	
	

	ILLEGAL DRUG POSSESSION
	

	In the United States, 
	

	illegal drug possession is usually a felony crime 
that can be prosecuted by the federal or individual state criminal justice systems.
	

	Illegal drug possession is defined as:
	

	possession of any illegal controlled substance or unauthorized prescription medication.
	

	Can include many “street drugs” such as marijuana, 
cocaine, heroine, methamphetamine, and other drugs of abuse.
	

	Offenders who are caught with large amounts of illegal 
Drugs in their possession 
	

	may be charged with “possession with the intent to distribute”  
	

	A crime that carries harsher legal implications
	

	Illegal drug possession penalties are also greater 
	

	for those individuals who have had a prior illegal drug possession conviction.
	

	These offenders often face 
a harsher penalty 
	

	which may include an increased period of incarceration and higher fines. 
	

	Illegal drug possession penalties are also enhanced 
in cases where the offender 
	

	was in close proximity to a day care center, housing project, school, or university at the time of arrest. 
	

	Illegal drug possession can result in a criminal sentence 
that can include jail or prison time, 
	

	punitive fines, probation, mandatory treatment programs, and other penalties.
	


CIVIL and CRIMINAL LAWS

	
	


In this chapter, you will learn about the many types 

of laws that are in effect to protect our society: 

	
	


There are immigration laws - which profoundly 

affect new comers to the United States.

	
	


There are consumer laws - which deal with the rights of the 

buyer to know the product they are paying for.

	
	


Privacy laws detail when the government may or may not enter 

your life and attempt to control your personal behavior; 

	
	


and property laws come into play when there is a dispute 

over ownership or control of a piece of property.

	
	


Right now, we are going to hear from the experts 

who will outline simple terms: 

	
	


how these different areas of law affect you.

	
	


We will also hear about your rights in the work place, 

and what to do if you are ever injured in the job.

	
	

	CONSUMER AND PRODUCT LIABILITY LAWS
	


In the United States, you have multiple tiers of the law: 

	
	


we have federal law - which applies to all of the 50 states 

	
	


- and those are very important laws; you have each 

of the 50 States with its own set of laws, 

	
	


and those are really the laws that people come in 

	contact with the most.
	


And then, even at each city or municipal level, 

	
	


there are ordinances and laws there as well.

	
	


Well, one of the benefits of the way that we make laws in this 

country: 

	
	


That the laws are made by people that we elect, and 

	that represent us;
	


Is that we can ask them to make laws about 

anything that we want. 

	
	


And, in this country, one of the big concerns, about 

a hundred years ago - 

	
	

	was for people who would buy goods,
	


who would buy equipment, or who would buy medicine - and 

	they wouldn’t get what they thought they were getting.
	

	
	


There was a movement for “Consumer Rights” in 

this country; where we started making laws that said, 

	
	


the bottle had to say exactly what it was, and if it was just 

sugar water, the bottle had to say ‘sugar water’, 

	
	


and the advertiser could not say that it cured 

diseases - if it did not really cure diseases. 

	
	


So, there are many laws that protect you when you 

go to buy products.

	
	


We have something in California - and it's in many 

states: it’s called the ‘Lemon Law’. 

	
	

	If you buy a car and the car doesn’t work,
	


you have certain statutory rights, rights under the law - 

	
	


to force the dealer to take that car back.

	
	


There are other kinds of laws governing everything 

	from the purchase of drugs and pharmaceuticals,
	


for instance; there are the product liability laws, 

	
	


which place, sometimes strict liability on the manufacturers and 

sellers of drugs - 

	
	

	and you’ve probably seen in the news papers:
	


large class action suits among people 

who suffered injuries from taking medications or drugs, 

	
	


and the product liability laws are usually those types of laws that 

they are invoking on those cases.

	
	

	CONSUMER LAWS: HOUSING
	


One thing that we all have to do when we come to this 

country is find housing, and usually the first housing that we find 

	
	


is rental housing, where somebody else owns the 

building and we pay them to be able to live there.

	
	


In every state in this country, there are protections for renters; 

	
	


so if you are paying money for an apartment, that 

	apartment has to be safe and it has to be habitable.  
	


At the very least, you have to have heating - you don’t have to 

have air conditioning - but you do have to have heating, 

	
	


the windows and doors have to work, the 

apartment has to be secure; in every state of the nation, 

	
	

	that’s the case.
	


If you are having trouble with your landlord - or your 

	landlord won’t fix things in the apartment
	


- there are usually agencies that you can go to: 

you can go to a legal aid, 

	
	


there’s housing departments in most cities - and they can 

often help you to make sure that your landlord 

	
	


is providing you with all of the things that the law requires of them.

	
	

	RIGHT TO PRIVACY
	


One of the basic principals in our constitution is 

the Right to Privacy.  

	
	

	It has taken many forms,
	

	but one of the basic rules that we have is that,
	


the government can’t come into your home whenever it wants 

and look at your papers, 

	
	

	or listen to your phone calls.
	


If the government has reason to believe that you 

are committing a crime, 

	
	


it must get permission to go into your home 

	and search your home,
	


or ask you questions, or listen to your phone calls, 

or things like that. 

	
	


But, sometimes police officers - in investigating 

	a crime - might come to your door,
	


and want to ask you questions; you don’t 

	have to answer those questions,
	


if you want to and if you want to cooperate with them, and you 

don’t fear that they are going to accuse you of anything, you can,

	
	


absolutely; but if you think that they are looking to get you in 

trouble - and you haven’t done anything wrong 

	
	


- you probably shouldn’t answer any of their questions.

	
	


But then, there are other Privacy Laws as well, which would 

prohibit someone from using your likeness or your photograph 

	
	


- either to sell products or for some other means 

without your permission; 

	
	


again, there are those privacy rights. 

There are also privacy rights, for instance: if... 

	
	


...someone publishes a news article about you and let’s say, 

	
	


it reveals certain things that you don’t want revealed - that you've 

kept private and secret, 

	
	


and if you are not a public figure, 

	
	


you may have recourse against that publisher for putting those 

things out into the public and exposing it.

	
	


THE TREATMENT OF CHILDREN

	
	


We have become - in the last 50 years - very concerned about 

	the treatment of children.
	


But, what is child abuse can vary. 

	
	


The definition of child abuse - it’s different for different people. 

	
	


And so, the courts have, over the years, refined that definition 

	
	


- and it’s difficult for people to always 

understand when they are crossing the line.  

	
	


You have to be able to disciple your children, 

but you cannot do it in a way 

	
	

	that physically harms them in a serious way.  
	


In other countries, the standards are different: you 

can spank your child, you can slap your child; 

	
	


in this country, people don’t approve of 

that sort of thing, 

	
	


so you may have to change the way that you 

discipline your children 

	
	


- and it’s a difficult  thing, and if you have 

	questions about it - in every city or state,
	


there’s usually what’s called a ‘Child Protective Services’ 

	
	


-  and it's Agency that does nothing else but make sure that children 

are being treated well in their city.

	
	


So if you have questions, it would be best to consult.

	
	


AGE OF CONSENT LAWS: SEX, ALCOHOL, TOBACCO

	
	


Often times, adults will try to take advantage of a person 

because of their age - because they are young, 

	
	


because they don’t have experience - so we’ve 

created many laws to protect young people 

	
	


- even if they’re older children: 

fourteen, fifteen, sixteen. 

	
	


We don’t believe that anybody under the age of 18 

can give permission for certain things; 

	
	


we don’t believe, because of their age, that they can 

give permission to have sex; 

	
	


that they can give somebody permission 

to marry them, 

	
	


so, if somebody is under the age of eighteen, 

	
	


sex with that person is illegal in almost every state in this country 

	
	


- and it doesn’t matter if the person said, 

“yes, I want to have sex with you” - that doesn’t matter, 

	
	


because the law says that: that person does not have the mental 

capacity, to give permission, to have sex, 

	
	


so that’s something very important.  

	
	


It also relates to rules around drinking and driving, 

and smoking in this country: 

	
	


you cannot legally drink in this country until; in some 

states, until you are 18, and in some states until you are 21, 

	
	


you cannot legally drink; and it’s for the same reason: 

because we do not believe that children, 

	
	

	even older children,
	


have the experience and the wisdom and the 

judgment to be able to make a decision, 

	
	


like  “I am going to have a drink that will impair my ability 

to think, to drive, 

	
	


to walk even” - sometimes, depending on how 

much you have been drinking. 

	
	


So, we just decide that nobody under that age can legally drink; 

nobody under the age of 18 can legally smoke, 

	
	


and you can’t sell cigarettes to anybody who is under the 

age of 18. It really is all about protecting children, 

	
	


and sometimes the children don’t want to be protected - but 

that’s the way that the law is.

	
	

	HATE CRIMES
	


Any sort of crime that is committed because 

	somebody hates: either the country that you came from,
	


the language that you speak, your sexual preference, your 

religion, the color of your skin or any way that you are different; 

	
	


say somebody beats you up: we want to punish 

the fact that they beat you up, 

	
	


but, we also want to punish them for the reason they 

beat you up. If they assaulted you or beat you up because 

	
	


of the color of your skin, the language you speak, your religion, 

the country you came from, your sexual preference, 

	
	


or because you have a disability, then, we also want 

to punish the reason for their beating you up 

	
	


- in addition to punishing them for beating you up.

	
	

	DOMESTIC VIOLANCE
	

	In the United States, domestic violence is a crime 

that has serious consequences including jail time. 
	

	If someone physically abuses you or threatens to injure you, 
	

	they can be held accountable for their actions.
	

	Domestic violence is: the willful intimidation, assault,
	

	battery, sexual assault, and/or other abusive behavior perpetrated by an intimate partner against another.
	

	 
	

	Domestic violence results in physical injury, 
	

	psychological trauma, and sometimes death.  
	

	The consequences of domestic violence can cross
generations and truly last a lifetime.
	

	Immigrant women can suffer higher rates of battering 

because they may come from cultures that accept 
	

	domestic violence or because they have less access
 to legal and social services than U.S. citizens. 
	

	Domestic violence is against the law. 
	

	The police can
escort you and your children out of the house
	

	if you want to leave and often can take you to a safe place.
	

	Officers may arrest your partner if they believe a crime 
has been committed. 
	

	Whether the domestic violence is a crime depends upon 

the particular circumstances, 
	

	as well as the laws of the state in which the act or acts occur.
	

	You do not need to be a citizen or legal resident 
to get a protection order, but
	

	you must be willing to call the police to enforce the order.
	

	A protection order can guard you from the abuser to: 

stop harming you, 
	

	stop having contact with you,
	

	stop contacting you at your work or school, or at your children's school or daycare.
	

	WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE
	

	Workers’ compensation
	


it is a social system that’s been in enacted in all states of the 

United States in some form or other - and even in other countries 

	
	


- and its purpose is to enable injured workers 

	
	


- injured on the job, to recover certain specified 

benefits that are established by the law.  

	
	

	So, while the specific benefits may vary from state to state, 
	


or the procedures may vary from state to state,

	
	


it’s pretty much the same in all of the states: that an 

	employer must qualify for insurance provided to itself,
	


within each state’s laws, or must secure insurance 

to provide certain benefits, either through 

	
	


private insurance or - in some states - there is 

	a state agency which provides the insurance.
	

	WORKERS’ COMPENSATION PROCEDURES
	


It is common sense: the first thing an injured worker has to do is, 

if he's injured on the job, is report it to his employer immediately; 

	
	


and by reporting it to the employer, it doesn’t mean reporting it to 

	the guy that sits next to you on the assembly line.  
	


That means going to your manager, your supervisor, 

whoever you have been instructed to report it to; 

	
	


it is the employer that has an obligation, and that obligation 

is to give him a document called a ‘claim form’; 

	
	


that claim form is filled out by the employee, who submits it to 

the employer, who then submits it to his insurance company, 

	
	


and they investigate it, and decide to either accept 

or reject the claim.  

	
	


If the employee goes to the doctor, the doctor cannot charge the 

employee one cent - knowing that it is an industrial injury; 

	
	


he must submit the bills to the insurance company 

for the employer - or to the employer, 

	
	


if they self insure,

	
	


- and that must paid to the extent that it is reasonable, subject to 

schedule for payment that the State has created.

	
	

	WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
WHAT IF I AM ILLEGAL?
	


The employee - whether here legally or illegally - is entitled to 

medical care - for the rest of his life if necessary 

	
	


- whether the employment continues or not; and if 

he is rendered temporarily totally disabled, 

	
	


he is entitled to temporary ‘Total Disability 

Indemnity’ for the period of his total disability, 

	
	


and if he is rendered permanently impaired - partially or wholly 

	
	


- he is entitled to compensation for that - regardless 

of whether the employment continues or not, 

	
	


and regardless of whether he is here illegally or not. However, 

	
	


he cannot be taken back to work if the employer 

does discover that he is here illegally.

	
	

	· IMMIGRATION LAWS
	


Somebody who comes to the U.S. is not going to be an expert 

on the immigration laws of the United States, 

	
	


so - I mean, the first thing, if possible - if they can 

stay legal and follow the US immigration laws,

	
	


they are going to be in a lot better shape than if 

they overstay their visa or work illegally. 

	
	


If they are not sure what to do, 

	
	


right now they can get a tremendous amount of information on 

	the Internet
	


- some of it is reliable, and some of it is not reliable; so they have 

to sort out, 

	
	


and get an immigration attorney to help them, and 

	they should look for things like:
	


How much experience does that person have?  How 

much expertise does that person have?  

	
	


and they might want to interview two or three immigration 

attorneys until they get somebody who they have confidence in.

	
	

	IMMIGRATION LAWS:
CHANGING STATUS
	


Changing status – meaning: changing status from one 

temporary type of visa to another temporary type of visa 

	
	


- really depends on what type of visa you are on in the first place. 

Most people who come here - about 35 million people a year 

	
	


- come to the US as a ‘Visitor’, and 99% of those people return; 

	
	


but some of the people want to stay in the United States; 

	
	


so if they want to become a student - let’s say they want to 

go to an English school and improve their skills; 

	
	


they go to the school, the school can apply for them 

to get ‘Student’ status instead of ‘Visitor’ status, 

	
	


but if they are here for awhile, and then they say, 

	“hey I want to go to school”
	


or “I got a great job offer and I am a professional”, 

	
	


they can be ‘sponsored’, let’s say by the employer - 

like a nurse for instance: 

	
	


a nurse can ask an employer to ‘sponsor’ her while she is 

in the United States as a ‘Student’ or as a ‘Visitor’; 

	
	


unfortunately, though, because of the quotas - there is a 

5-year wait for nurses, 

	
	


so you can’t just stay here as a visitor for five years 

while you are waiting for your papers; 

	
	


you have to go back to your country.  

	
	


But for other people maybe, let’s say, a computer programmer - they 

may be able to get a working visa in 15 days, 

	
	


so they are here as a ‘Student’, they graduate from 

UCLA or from Boston University, 

	
	


and then they get an employer to sponsor them for 

a ‘Working Visa’.

	
	

	IMMIGRATION LAWS: DEPORTATION
	


It would be very unusual for somebody just walking down the 

street to get picked up in an immigration arrest; 

	
	


it’s not as unusual anymore for somebody working 

illegally - they have raids now 

	
	


- if they find employers that are hiring a lot of 

illegals; there’s always a possibility, 

	
	


but most people who get into deportation 

	proceedings  either get: caught at the border,
	


or commit some kind of crime - and they get them 

right from the jail, 

	
	


or - what people don’t think about as much - the third way is 

	they submit an application for which they are not qualified for,
	


so the application for an immigration benefit gets denied, 

	
	


and then they put in the paperwork to put them under 

	deportation proceedings;
	


so you never apply for something - unless you are 

sure that it’s going to be granted. 

	
	

	HOT TO SELECT AN IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY
	


Now, there’s only a couple of addresses in the United States 

where all immigration forms are submitted, 

	
	


so it really doesn’t matter if you’re in New York but 

your attorney is in California, 

	
	


or if you are in California and your attorney is in New York; 

you are just trying to get the best attorney you can. 

	
	


Most of my clients, you'll would be surprised 

	
	


- because we have a website that’s pretty popular, 

	so they know about me; most of my clients I have never met
	


- and will never meet, but we get them a temporary 

work visas, we get them the green card, 

	
	


we get them citizenship, and we never actually 

	
	


meet; we just talk on the telephone 

	
	


and the only time they’ve ever seen me is my 

picture on the internet. 

	
	


There's one last thing that I’d like to say: in picking an attorney, 

	
	


you can get some help, because an immigration attorney - if they 

are admitted to the state bar in any of the 50 states 

	
	


- can practice in any of those states, because it’s a 

federal law.  It’s not like being a divorce attorney; 

where you just have to practice in that particular state. 

There’s four states: 

	
	


California, Florida, Texas and North Carolina that make you go 

through tests - if you want to, it’s voluntary 

	
	


- to be a certified specialist in immigration law, 

	
	


and anybody who can qualify as a certified 

specialist is really a pretty good attorney; 

	
	


here in California, there’s maybe a thousand, two thousand 

	people who call themselves ‘immigration attorneys’,
	


but only a hundred and thirty of them have passed the test, 

got references; 

	
	


you have to have a certain amount of experience, 

	
	


so, If I was shopping for an immigration attorney - 

even if I was in Louisiana - 

	
	


I would go to one of those four states on line; 

	
	


you don’t have to travel out there. 

I would look for the certified specialist; 

	
	


I’d read their biographies on the web page, 

	
	


and make sure you’re comfortable with that attorney; and 

when you are, then you probably got the right guy. 

	
	

	
	


By now your head must be spinning 

	from all the information you’ve received.  
	


We encourage you to watch this DVD over again, if 

you feel you missed something; 

	
	


we also encourage you to share “Welcome to the Law” 

with your family and friends, 

	
	


and with anyone you think will benefit from our easy to 

	understand overview of the laws of this land.
	

	Remember, Democracy is a privilege;
	


not every country has the freedoms and rights that we have in 

the United States. 

	
	


We hope that “Welcome to the Law” has empowered 

you to become involved as 

	
	

	knowledgeable citizens in this wonderful country.  
	


The founders of the United States of America intended 

that the government be made of the People, 

	
	


by the People, for the People.

	
	


In order to ensure that this fundamental principal 

remains vital, it is up to all of us; 

	
	

	together we can keep Democracy strong.
	


